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Grant Criteria

Definition

The Grant shall be used to support work where there is clear evidence of a beneficial impact on the lives of people who are excluded or disadvantaged through low income, rural or social isolation, age, disabilities, race, sexuality or gender. Priority is to be given to small, locally based groups or organisations in areas of disadvantage that have a clear understanding of the needs of their community and are undertaking actions as a means of addressing these needs. Within this context the Grant Criteria are:

1.
Criteria 

We believe that local people know what is needed in their community and are best placed to make any changes. Having lots of activities happening in an area brings vibrancy to a local community which can make it a better place to live. We are also aware that many people are undertaking great work in their area but often struggle to get the support they need. We therefore want to support community groups undertaking work that helps people of all ages feel more included in their community, builds their skills and increases their sense of achievement. 

Applications must fit within at least one of the following themes:
· Building skills and improving access to employment

· Disadvantaged groups and less well supported causes

· Encouraging healthy lifestyles

· Improving facilities

· Migrant work

· Benefiting people with disabilities

· Promoting community cohesion

· Reducing isolation

· Tackling substance misuse

· Supporting vulnerable people

Projects may be sport related, but it is not essential that they are. 

2. 
Who Can Apply?

The programme is open to groups which have never applied for funding before, but also groups which have previously received a grant. 

We are particularly keen to ensure we reach groups of people who often miss out. As such we accept applications from the voluntary and community sector including:

· constituted voluntary and community groups

· charities

· social enterprises

· co-operatives

· faith organisations

· community interest companies

Groups which have been established for less than 12 months, are eligible to apply.

Groups need to:

· Be working in a disadvantaged or deprived area OR working to support vulnerable people
· Be small local groups with an income of less than £100,000 run by local people 

· Have limited access to other sources of income 
· Be able to provide a copy of their constitution and latest annual accounts or reports
3. 
Examples of the type of activities we will fund

· Parent and Toddler Groups

· Dad and lads group

· Equipment and material for Sport groups

· Community festivals

· Cross generational work

· Sport tournaments / competition costs

· Lunch Clubs

· Running costs for self help groups

· Committee and volunteer/staff training

· Hire of sports facilities

4. 
Exclusions

The Grant Criteria do not include the award of the Grant:

· To individuals;

· To statutory organisations including schools;

· To fund trips abroad;

· To fund buses, mini buses or other community transport schemes (not including transport costs forming part of a project);

· To fund building costs, including access adaptations to buildings;

· To groups already in receipt of any Comic Relief funding (either directly through Comic Relief or via Community Foundations)
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